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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Plan stratégique 20202%tdeéveloppement durable

Chers Collégues, devait, en concertation avec les Etats membres, élaborer
un projet de plan stratégique et de programme de travail.
Avec les réponses des Etats membres a coresultation
ouverte au second semestre 2019, le Bureau a élaboré un
premier projet diffusé aux Etats membres pour examen.
Ce plan stratégique devrait couvrir la période 222P9,
FFAY RS LINBYRNB LJ2 dzNJ LIS NBA L
Programme de dévelggement durable du Conseil
économique et social, tout en suivant le rythme biennal de

Frod\sBssions, et méme le rythme quadriennal des mandats
du Bureau. Parallélement, un programme de travail & plus
O2dzNIS SOKSEFYyOS NBadsS Sy O:
étre joint & la consultation dans les prochains mois.

ous le savez, notre

D NP dzLJS R

des Nations unies
pour les noms
géographigues a été créd
par une résolution du
Conseil économique et
a20AFf RS Hn
succéder au groupe
RQSELISNIa K2
la Conférence des Nation§
unies sur la normalisatio

des noms geographique Ces deux documents devraient étre adoptés lors de notre
ONBSa Sy FLILXAOFGA2Y RQdzyY8§S3aAr2y RS wnumod [ S Y2YSyid
resolutlon de 1959. La résolution de 2017 preVOIt que « se prononcera par consensus Conformement au

y 20 NB DNER dzL3Q IRQISIEQBSINTE &Y drdhierZphidtife e hotrelrdflerhethtSriliewde 2018.

de questions techniques relatives a larmalisation des Seules des questions de procédure peuvent étre
Yy2Ya&a 3S23ANY LIKAldzSa &adzaoSs LJLR}SQ)ty\ieS SRQS$ 0 IfE SN 22N AYS IREBS
besoin, certains aspects du Programme de développemenparvenu a un consensus malgré ses meilleurs efforts &
RdzNI 6 St f»Cgaddidptie 21) apresi avair cette fin (article 25). Ce mode_de décision nécessite que
«soulignélj dzQAf AYLEZ2NIS RS YSiuNS| ﬁyp’$ gizdzﬁam;ﬁe @ﬁwﬁlﬁgg@@jm&us
programme ambitiewet que la normalisation des noms RQOSGNRAGS O2y OSNI I A2y | dz &
géographiques présente un grand intését Bureau et les Etats membres.

/QSad I AydaAr ljdzS 2Qb A Sdz f QAﬁé’s%drr%teﬁl?}dz%z% LINENS. $ Y U DI2 $35 NP 3 0
y2GiNB DNRdZIS RQSELISNIA b tybus. NBWRY aboRs bidh YeohdeRrhcd Ses RiftdnstehthE
subsidiaires du Conseil économique et social en janvief INR &2 |j dzSSa LJ éxdie ecov@ibdebriodis S L
dernier, a laquelle il participait pour la premiére fois, en § 3 LISNR Yy a GAGSYSyd jdzS OKI Od:
soulignant la contribution de la normalisation des noms recouvré une parfaite santé. Méme dans ce cas, nous

geographlques a la diversité culturelle et par suite a la paixg | g2y a oASYys LI dzMdénies) §ue lgS N

/ QSalt Fdzaa&A FAyaAr jdzS tS coiikbds dge | trataiR I}.<5§;|\€l’e|ﬁlt$en5éfre Ydrid¥dent R S

au Forum politique dehaut niveau une contributon RS INI RS Sa ntpBNDA RQI dz
montrant combien certaines de nos résolutions

contribuent a la cible 11.4 des objectifs de développement
durable: «renforcer les efforts de protection et de pierre Jaillard (France)
préservation du patrimoine culturel mondial Président du GENUNG

Mél : pierre@jaillard.net

A la suite de la gmiére session de notre Groupe en 2019,
le Conseil économique et social avait décidé que le Bureau
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20212029 strategic plan and sustainable development

Dear Colleagues, second half of 2019, the Bureau has prepared a first draft
circulated to Member States for review. This strategic plan
should cover the period 2022029, in order to match with
the 2030 deadline of the Sustainable Development
Program of the Economic and Social Council, while
following the twoyear rhythm of our sessions, and even
the four-year rhythm of the mandates of the Bureau. At
the same time, a shorteterm work program is still being
drawn up and should be added to the consultatiorthia
coming months.

s you know, our

United Nations Group

of Experts on
Geographical Names wat
created by a resolibn of
the Economic and Socia
Council of 2017, according
to which it succeeded the
group of experts with the
same name and the Unitec

The strategic plan and the work program should be
Nations Conference on the adopted at our 2021 session. It is expected that the Group
Standardization of of Experts "shall reach an agreement by consensus”, in
Geographical Names accordance with the first principle of our 2018 rules of
created in application of a procedure. Onlyprocedural matters" can be decided by a
r,esolutipn of 1959. The newvesolution of 2017 prgvidgs majority of voters if the Group has_not reached a
GKIG 2dz2NJ DNRBdzZL) 2F 9 ELIS NI & cofisérisds Hesphe2it® Badt erdisbvoré f OrfsyfeitQdrtitle 7
associated with the standardization of geographical namesps). This decisiemaking process requires that the close
that may, where appropriate, support relevant aspects of consultation on these documents go on_betweelmet
GiKS wHnon ' ASYRE F2 N { dzBitdad ahid the MSmberSa€sSbiriAgh¥ feMdintng year.
(paragraphm 0 = | FGSNJ KI gAYy 3 @& i NBedelyBn thé Koﬁperénb’nleleehb\]ﬂ\ bf Yol Sve Zefwell
the implementation of this new ambitious Agenda, aware of the circumstances brought on by the current
including the relevance of the standardization of covid19 pandemic, and we sincerely hope that each of
geographical names". you has kept or regained perfeealth. Even in this case,
we all know, since experiencing it ourselves, that working

Thus, | was honored to present on your behalf our Groupconditions can be greatly downgraded. Thanks so much
of Experts to the annual meetingf the subsidiary bodies mgre!

of the Economic and Social Council last January, in which it

participated for the first time, highlighting the contribution

of the normalization of geographical names to cultural pierre Jaillard (France)

diversity and ultimately to peace. Thus, also, th&€du  Chair, UNGEGN

sent a contribution to the Highevel Political Forum last Email: pierre@ijaillard.née

March, showing how some of our resolutions contribute to

target 11.4 of the Sustainable Development Goals:

baliNBy3GdKSYy STF2NIa G2 LINRPGSOG IyR &l ¥S3dzZ NR GKS 42N
Odzft GdzNI £ KSNAGF IS¢ o

Following the first session of our Group in 2019, the
Economic and Social Council had decided that the Bureau
should, in close consultation with Member States, develop
a draft strategic plan and program of work. With the
answers of Member States to an open coltetion in the
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARIAT

F(” W COVID-19

\}\\‘ »,x, RESPONSE

Dear UNGEGN Experts Standardization of Geographical Names

hope to our readers in these tumultuous times. | am experiences in the standardization of geographical

sitting at my desk at home as | write this message;names @ ¢ K S stagdadizRtion, as applied to
have been telecommutingrice migMarch this year. This  geographical names is defined by the Group of Experts
KFda 06S02YS GKS 4aySé y2NYHEidssary, I311a% the Estiiiighmet Koy dn applopfiéite
governments have taken to reduce the spread of the authority, of a pecific set of standards or norms, for
corona virus. As you may be aware the headquarters okexample, for the uniform rendering of toponyms. A
the United Nations is in New York state, and with astandardized namds defined Glossary, 228as a name
population of 19,83,561 (2019 US Census Bureau) thesanctimed by a names authority as the preferred name
state has suffered severely_ during the pandemic. As at 19%rom among a number of allonyms [variant names] for a
May 2020 the state has registered 349,214 CoGMIbases  given feature.Geographical names standardizatioas
and 28,302 deaths, the highest numbers across the worlddefined Glossary 31Ris the prescription by a names
Notwithstanding the situation, the United Natismemains  authority of one or more particular names, together
open for business, enabled by committed staff and with their precise written form, for application to a
technology. | am sharing with you an extract from a specific geographical feature, as wels the conditions
message by the United Nations Secretary General, Antonigor their use! The impotance of geographical names
Guterres, to staff on the 23 April; it inspired me, and | hopestandardization has been well documented in UNGEGN
it will also inspire yo® Thé United Nations is at the heart reports, brochures, media kit and manuals. Further, the
of the global response. | feel there is a growing recognitiorGroup of Experts has a publication solely dedicated to
of the relevance of our work, and | believe the world isgeographicanamesstandardization, itis the Manual for
seeing the value of international cooperation in this, the the National Standardization of Geographical Names
75th anniversary year of our Organizaii We must (2006) ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/88 which is available in
continue helping to save lives and easing the economic anforean and all six languages used by the UN, and can be
social devastation. We must also think about recovery,download from the UNGEGN website.
and addressing the inequalities and fragilities the virus has
so painfully exposed. Our blueprint remains thewhy is $andardization important, the process creates
Sustainable Developent Goals. Our compass is the United consistent and accurate geographical names. In
Nations Charter. And our fuel is the human spirit In day%ommunication standardized geographic names can
darkened by disease, we can see beacons of hope for todgytevent ambiguity while providing clarity and cost savings
and the seeds of future unity of purp@sé L R2  Kg@rkidblarlyi fnl the areas of development planning,
GKA&a aGrasSYySyd YIeé S6n ot Reép¥rgendyKorepakdhdsd &nd redpdd®, censuses, land
continue aligning its work in support of the Sustainable administration and management, marketing and
Development Goals. transportation logistics. Past Chair of UNGEGN, Helen

Kerfoot summarized quite well the importance of

First, | must express my empathy, best wishes andThis the 58 A 8 4 dz5 2 F G KS . Isies &d A v

1 The UNGEGN Glossary of Terms for the Standardization of  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/pubs/documents/Glossar
Geographical Names, (2002) ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/85 y_of terms_rev.pdAccessed 18 May 2020
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a0 YRIENRATFGAZY aXiGKS O2 NyMaryEhanksytSall BuF contribitorsitoktids issu Mid to2 F

Graup of Experts is the goal of establishing a geographicahndreas Hadjiraftis of Cyprus for once again designing the

names authority in each country and promoting the use of front page.

the nationally standardized names internationally on maps

YR AY R20dzZYSyitao®é¢ OHnnco t NELI NI GA2y 2F ! bD9Db®a !
Programme of Work

O8OEA Al O1 A OO &bfithd Groug By way of an update, the second round of consultations on
of Experts is the goal of establishing a : z Dfs/lD 2020'5‘ ;5'\'2'3 ;F uSt {t U NI U_t5d3t7\ O tf
eographical names authority in each countr end ot May » and viember States are invited o review
g a?ndp romoting the use of¥he nationall y and provide feedback by the end of August 2020. The
P : g . . y Bureau loks forward to having your input and support
standardized names internationally on maps throughout all phases for the development of the draft
Al'A EI AT AOI AT 0086 strategic plan and programme of work which is to be
submitted to the Group of Experts at its second session in
May 2021.

Notwithstanding its relevance, standardization practice
across Member States are not uniform and General Remarks
understandably so, because each country is unique in its

operations, history and administration. ~Each country \jemper States andhational institutions responsible for
therefore will experience their own challenges and thus geographical names are reminded to submit their
the relevance of this issue of the Bulletifietobjective  jrformation for the UNGEGN World Geographical Names
being to share experiences and the measures taken toptapase. We also wish to inform our global experts and
address names standardization issues. We received SeVeHersons wishing to learn more about toponymy that they
very interesting and diverse contributions from Australia, -5 prsue the online BSc level, web course at:
Cyprus, Denmark, Japan, New Zealand, Norway and Spaifyps//bit.ly/31FrL66 and access the recently released
Each sharing theimique challenges and solutions. | found Tononvmy Training Manuat https://bit,ly/2ZxYatc.
5SYYFEN] Q& FNIAOES (G2 068 @‘T%Jul_‘—?_f_l_s SESYLXFNE YR LINBOSRSY(
setting as the decision on the standardization of the nameyqyr comments on this issue.and contripution to Bulletin
2¥ UKS gAttr3S al 20 OSNARdzgynbér 8% to Belcifculadtedf 1 NAARBER 2080Vunder thé I
referendum. | believe that many national mas § g § YC&ogréphical names and sustmble tourisné =
authorities could benefit from further discussion and e \welcomed. Please remember to repost and circulate
engagement with the authors of these articles and | dohe pylletin among your colleagues. Please stay safe and
encourage you to do so. health and | do hope you will enjoy reading this issue.

Also included in this issue of the Bulletin are the usual

divisional and working group reports, a few articles from cqille Blake
Member States and meeting announcements. In SUppPOrtyNGEGN Secretariat
of strengthening collaboration and sharing of information g mail: plake1@un.org
between UNGEGN and the Committee of Experts on UN

GGIM, an article is included on the Geospatial Frameworks

being developed by the Committee ofgerts to support

countries to be able to implement geospatial capabilities.
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IN MEMORIAM

Prof essokhaYli3sfuaf AablT Bak
the Diverse Languages and Toponymy of Sudaf

I in developing the Sudanese contributido UNGEGN. He
served the Republic of Sudan as Minister of Religious Affz
and as Chairman of the National Board for Geographical Names

KS t1GS t NRYFRSIa@™ | 'naandzT. HHf

t NEFS&aa2N) ,nadzF gl a O2YYAllGSR
script for the large number of neArabic languagegpeken in the
Sudan, and at the same time he was sensitive to the significanc

the t dl f thei kers. H ked closgl :
e toponymy and languages of their speakers. He worked clos syat the Third Conference.

with scholars and students from neighbouring countries acro
Africa. In his honour, the International Univigysof Africa in
YKINIG2dzy Saidlof ¥NKESRTEKS Sy i

Languages in Arabic Letters. He often found time to work with

colleagues at home in Khartoum on the toponymy and endanger
fly3adz2 3848 2F (KS { dzRI y @ntionbhi®
AN YRTIFGKSNI 6K2 &L121S (GKS badz
¢KS bdzoAly oFO13aINRdzyR Ay TFf dz
N} 6AOd IS g2dzZ R &ake WLYGNZ
FSYAYAYS g2 NR T2N) Weé 2dzQ

m-&0dzZ AYSKFSYAYAYS RAAGAYOGA
grandfather have acknowledged one in colloquial Arabic?

LY mMdptT tNRFSada2N  nadzF ®aYi
Rurreiz on the Sudan memorandum to the Third United Natio
Confererte on the Standardization of Geographical Names. T
referred to some of my work as welE/Conf.69/L.9518 August
1977)2LY wnann t NP Bfgeddor mNé to joirdMzNa I
LONhKoY 2y GKS {dzRlIy RSt S3l
privilege for me to have had the support and encouragement @
tNEFS&a4a2N) , nadzF GKNRdzZAIK (KS 8

B

and toponymic complexity in the Sad.

After a long and productive career devoted to the importance of
Arabic and to the integrity of the many local languages of th
{dzRIF'yZ tNRFS&&a2N) , nadzF LI 4A&S

{SLIGISYGSNI Hsmmpd | £t nK & NJ

Herman Bell

Oxford, UnitedKingdom: Member of the Sudan Delegation to
UNGEGN from 2000 to 2006, Participant in UNGEGN Workifi
Groups since 2007, particularly in the Working Group on Exonym
Honorary Research Fllow, University of Exeter.
E-mail: herman.nobiin@gmail.com

R

d
a
A

5

r

NJ W‘ﬁh

I's

g
5; Helen Kerfoot

a n d Jaan Roiriepgnd MichaehSmart

e would like to recognize and remember two Canadians
] fq,r yfaésé wefgp cée@cated toponymists and
enthusiasts ©~ about geographical naming. They
participated and presented documents atNUConferences and
UNGEGN Sessions between 1967 and 1989.

Jean,Poirier (2932 Far man, Je as Segretairg de la -
CO@ﬁ%miSSlIJOIE d%) toy&]rﬁ/)lrﬁ]l% c’i(gﬁ Qgé)fge%too?p‘grt in%th%rgirst Ul\fl%LIr 0 A
d

OfConference in 1967, was Rapporteur for Committee | at the Secor]

and Fifth Conferences and on the Editorial team for Committee |

gycl:*agl l@jnagt @3@9\2 :ﬁ/lichael was a lorgjme Executive
ecretary of the Ontario

UN Conference he was Rapporteur for Qoaittee IV and at the

éh ngonf%r%%e?wasz @dq_e %S&l r'gl,t?afn Jor §;ommittee |
Ai ; C%\E
I

efe* ajsQnarigipated in the GN S{%/i% 1989 n

(@p))

Jean Pairier (left) and Michael Stgight) at the
Second UN Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names, London, 1972.

Honorary Chair, UNGEGN
Ottawa
E-mail: hkerfoot@rogerscom

%)eographic Names Board. At the Second

[oRSN
(@]}

dzt

2 https:// unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/lUNGEGN/docs/3udicsgn
docs/3uncsgn_econf69 L95.pdf
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SPECIAL FEATURSHssues & Experiencesn the Standardization of
Geographical Names

Issues and experiences in the standatdin of geographical
namesAustralia

Geographical names Brataualung Forest Pai
are labels and

descriptions of the

places we inhabit: thetreets
we live on, features weass,
parks and reserves we spend
time in, the leisure centres

and recreation facilities
where we exercise.

A new forest park was to be created by Governnfentpublic use with
the release of land in stages: five disjointed blocks of more than 2,300
hectares comprising the first release.

L, 2dzQR OAYF3IAYS | LI N) 62df R KI @S
because all blocks in the first release were not adjatergach other.
Unique names were needed to identify individual sites.

Place names help us to
identify important historic
and cultural  significant

The nameBrataualungrecognies that the reserve area is part of
Brataualung Country of the Gunaikurnai people, Traditional Owners of
the area. To identify the individual sites for thenefit of emergency
locations and features. They ASNIBAOSa YR (KS LlzmtAl0x t20Ftte
commemorae and approach ensured compliance and standaation, acknowledged the
acknowledge our past. They help us define ourselves and our placestrong connection the Gunaikurnai people have to the land, and also
within society. They provide our community with a reference point for tied in the locallyused names.

what makes us unique.

With anything that is so ubiquitous, so connected to our community,
the way we view ouworld andour place in it, thgoersonal connections
we have, there will inevitably be differences of opinion on how we
standardizeplace names.

However, the importance dadtandardizinggeographical names is well
known. Without standardation, emergencyS NI A OS & ¢ 2 dz
to operate efficiently, we would not get our mail and we might end up
with seven towns commemorating the same person.

As place name professionals it is our job to ensure stanzigidn takes
place and, where legislation existsnsure compliance, to preserve
culture and protect communities. Communicating the importance of
standardzation can be difficult, especially when communities have
passionate views and opinions about a name, person or place. Som
common issues experienceaciude:

1 Resistance to change

I Fear of difference

1  Sense of place and pride in community

9  Different ideas of value.

Brataualung Unveiling of the forest park

The five names which were gazetted and registered on 31 May 2018
were:
Brataualung Forest PatkAgnes River Block
% Brataualung Forest PagkCollege Creek Block
Brataualung Forest PagkGemma Hill Block
Brataualung Forest PagdMount Fatigue Block
Brataualung Forest ParkMount Mabel Block

Place naming and connection to place and how we describe the place
we live and work resonates emotionally with community. The examples
below cemonstrate some of the issuexperienced irstandardization

of geographical names, drawn from my role in Victoria, Australia, where'"
| am the Project Manager for Geographic Names. l

3 https://www.forestsandreserves.vic.gov.au/initiatives/brataualung
forestpark
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With the assignment of these names, the community was brought In another example, a local naming authority consulted on several
together through effective consultation which increased pride in names for a new gegraphical feature. The name which caused the
community and enhanced the sense of place for Traditional Owners andnost disquiet was a local name from a Traditional Owner language.

the community. Through consultation with the community, it became apparent that a
smallbut vocal section of the community was resistantcteange.The
Budj Bim National Park final nane chosen was reflectivef early pioneers rather than the

Traditional Owners of the land. It could be argued that the community,
The Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners advocated for the albeit a small section, had a fear difference Not all place naming
reintroduction of their traditional names for the previous Mount Eccles processes produce the outcome a place naming professiamuld
National Park and the extinct volcano, formerly named Mount Eccles RS SY | LILINBLINA I G6S® ¢KS O2YYdzyAlG e Qa
which is situated within the park.

While the examples chosen above have all been related to Traditional
Traditional Owners and the wider community wanted names that Owner names, the common issues can apply to any naming proposal or
reflected the traditional languages of the area, includiBgdj Bim name.
meaning High Headin the Gunditjmara language. Noting that no
Australian English feature type was provided, Mount Eccles wasln reviewing the impacts of the rent coronavirus pandemic, some
replaced with the name Budj Bim and the park renamed Budj Bimcommunities might consider renaming places with related names. For
National Park. example, in Australia there are places named Corona Well, Corona

Creek, Corona Bore and Corona (a survey mark). One overarching
After extensive community consultation the new names were gazetted principle is that names need be enduring and should only be changed
and registered in 2017, formally recogng these sites by their  for reasons that relate to public safety: names should not be changed
traditional names. just to comply with popular views.

While there was some régance tochangefrom the community, Ensuring communities understand the importance and meaning of a
overall most supported the change. When the strong connection and place name will ensure communities can havstrong link to place.
GKS AYLERNIIyYyOS 2F (KS aAadsS sl a SNheot #tandagifgs gedorkaphic plagea namesS ¢ollaioration Gpdy v ¢
understanding by removing fear of difference and different ideas of engagement with communities is critical, together with setting
value. expectations and being flexible. My work would not be possible without
the comprehensive guidelines fromti@nal and local jurisdictions who
TheBudj Bim Cultural Landscdpeas awarded United Nations World ~ set the rules and standards of best practice.
I SNAGE3AS {01 Gdza AY wnmd F2NI AGE Odzf GdzNIF £ aAIYATFAOLIYOS & 2yS8 2F |
finest examples of ancient aquaculture and hydraulic engineering in theln all cases the community is at the heart of the work we do to ensure
world, dating back at least 6,600 years. we preserve culture and protect what is important to communities
through standardied geographical nanse
The! yAGSR bliA2yaQ LYGSNYyFaGAz2ylFf | SENI 2F LYRA3ISy2dza [ y3dad 3Sa al
further opportunity to promote and strengthen Indigenous languages Rafe Benli
across the world. Below is one such initiative which cements the Project Manager
importance of Indigenous languages and the site for the Gjmaia Geographic Names Victoria
people. Email: rafe.benli@delwp.vic.gov.au

Video 1: Budj Bim National Pérk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTpPViTpetE
Local authority

BUBsH»BIM

ad

4 https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/place®-see/parks/budibim- 6 https://www2.delwp.vic.gov.au/mediaentre/media
nationakpark releases/preservindpudj-bimsrich-culturatheritageandlanguages

5 https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/b42e9c8e
3700-4094-8cef37ce503e81a3/files/budpim-nominationdossier.pdf

UNGEGN Information Bulletin No. 58 § May 2020 | Page 10



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTpPViTpetE
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/budj-bim-national-park
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/budj-bim-national-park
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/b42e9c8e-370d-4094-8cef-37ce503e81a3/files/budj-bim-nomination-dossier.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/b42e9c8e-370d-4094-8cef-37ce503e81a3/files/budj-bim-nomination-dossier.pdf
mailto:rafe.benli@delwp.vic.gov.au
https://www2.delwp.vic.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/preserving-budj-bims-rich-cultural-heritage-and-languages
https://www2.delwp.vic.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/preserving-budj-bims-rich-cultural-heritage-and-languages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTpPViTpetE

INFORMATION BULLETIN

Issues and experiences in the standardization of geographical
namesof Cyprg

Introduction From a town of the island named Kypros.

1
1  From Kypris, a name which many of the ancient writers, including
he traditional place names of a country are the silent, but Homer gave to Aphrodite.
realistic, honest and credible witnesses of its historgy T  From Kypros, the son or daughter of Kinyras.
studying the names only, the whole past is validly and 1 From copper that was discovered @yprus during the Bronze
thoroughly represented. The founding of cities and settlements, the period (2500 B.€1050 B.C).
ethnic origins of the seliérs, the topography and geomorphology of a
place, the political and warlike events that took place, the social Several ancient names also
structure, the economic and productive structure of the system, Seem to be associated with the
cultural development and everything else related to a place, can bename Kypros, such as
extracted fom its geographical names, toponyms, and micro Aristokypros, Aristokypra,
toponyms. Themistokypra, Kypragoras,
Kyprothemis, Kyprokranis,
Toponyms are not just designations. They include people's national andonasikypros, Pasikypros,
ethnic status, their material production and artistic creation, their Stasikypros, Miokypros,
survival struggles, the history of their sensitivitieflections and ideas. ~ Philokypros, etc.
They keep in them the sweat of their labors and the blood of their
sacrifices, their anxieties and their tears. Every place name is a

testimony of human life on earth. Coin of the Roman era, by Emperor Claudiuss@AD). The coin

. . o . bears the inscriptiongc s 1 | ¥ [ [ »imlqurel wreath and
Evolution of geographical names within the long history of refers to an institution dating from the®century BC.
Cyprws

Although the name Kypros appeared in Homeric timestirc@ntury

B.C., there is even an earlier evidence of the name, according to Knossos
and Pylos tablets from the ¥3century B.C. In spite of the fact that
Cyprus was aong the oldest copper producing countries in the Near
East, and this production was launched by the-@meek population, it

Aa KAIKE& LINBoFotST Fa Y& | FR2A2I
YSI yAy3a &O2 LILISKEK werd, dand FmostLI®y an
Eteccypriot one. Eteocypriots were the aboriginal Cypriots. If this is
true, he concludes, the name of the island is justly derived from copper.

The island of Cyprus was given many names by ancient and modern
writers, some of which are the following:

Kypros, Akamantis, Aspelia, Kition, Makaria, Kryptos, Kyoforos, Alasia
Kerastis, Amathousia, Kolinia, Tharsis, Aeria, etc. %

Moreover, many adjeives were closely associated with Cyprus, like
chalkoessa (due to the existence of significant copper deposits), asselig
(for its fishing activity), iera nisos (meaning holy island, due to
significant existence of Christianity), evinos (for the varietyvioes),
eveleos (for its olive oil and many olive trees), dasoessa (for its forest),

. . Y i A Mosaic with the personification of Pafos and Kypros,
nisos eroron (island of love), perikallis (beautiful), Afrodisia (island of 3 ¢ 4% century AD

Aphrodite), and many more.

The current name of the island (Kypros) was portrayed variously bySou.rces in. the long history of Cyprus include, among others, toponyms,
many specialists, either ancient writers or preselaty historians, behind Wh'Ch there is a story, a myth, otegend. Some place names
philologists, linguists, etymologists, and various researchers. rela_te to |mpo_rtant persons, because they may have been given land
having a certain name. Still, some feuds may carry the names of known
feudal lords, where people must have lived and worked for them. In
some of these estates, lat on villages or settlements were created,
and hence named based on feudal lor@§Toponyms of Cyprus in

The main concern is, however, given to the interpretation of the origin
of KYPROS, and there are many explanations todhge:
1 From a plant, called kypros (henna).
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sources of Latin rule », by Nasa Patapiou, Politis Newspaper, March 9n 1987the UN adopted the Cypriot ELOT743 Transcription System as a
2020). joint system between Greece and Cyprus. In the same year, the
Republic of Cyprus submitted to the UN its Complete Gazetteer, which
Cypriot land, an ancient civilization, lost in the inaccessible degtths includes more than 70000 toponyms and mitoponyms.
prehistoric times, has experienced many times the bitterness and pain
of changing its toponyms from enemies who eliminated its people along | : -
with their unprotected names. Maybe small in size, but rich in history | | mmuMmrrmuzTokumxoummmovm POMANIKOMOABHTOI(ATAEAOT f:
and tradition, Cyprus has met, throughoeitanging eras, tremendous | ¢ ¥ P | '»
changes, wars, rebellions and invasions, mostly due to its strategic| | A B I' A t Z " 0 l K AMN:= 0 II P " T Y 0 X q' n‘
position, as it is situated in the crossroad of three continents (Europe, | avgde 1. ithikl mvg xioprisity f ch ps o

Asia and Africa). fal o %o nw w WK v{;ixm »;':xlm
I

o

+ai ei oi ou evyavy ivo ng gk nx nch nt boy

The arbitrary renaming of geographical names by the various abuser efm af(z) ifm mpus ||

invaders, conquerors, colonizers, etc., is not an act of minor |
importance, but an unjust act, which deletes their participation in the |
history of humanity, annuls their lives, and vanish their existe(e®.
Ektourkismos ton toponymion tis Kyprou», Baoafitten by Andreas
Makridis, 2010).

1 YT =
| 0) T opp mMéxc oo T MK

— i e WL L

T T F 5
LN : A%

Transcription table from Greek to roman alphahétased on
ELOT743

Inhabitants have been reborn many times, restored to their ruins, and

resurrected again with their cracked names. The Cypriot toponyms are

the oldest, not only compared to Greece, but also compared to the The Gaetteer is internationally recognized, it preserves the
whole of Eurpe. The conquerors through the history of the island geographical names of Cyprus, and serves as an authoritative reference
invaded Cyprus and ruthlessly renamed thousands of town and villagefor those who use the names such as: cartographers, surveyors,
names, toponyms, micrtoponyms and street names. topographers, geographers, historians, linguists and many more.

Renaming, based on the history of Cyprus, was a selected method foB.OT743 was developed based on UN key principles such as:
the conquerorsg K2 6SNB GNBAYy3 (KNRdJAK A KRestarafidn Niihe histricat péllifd of pla&ehamiésk S
historical and ethnic mutation of the place they occupied, in order to A  Preservation of historical types of place names.

enforce their sovereignty, completely ignoring the fact that the legal A Elimination of duplication.

name change presupposes the will of the owners. A Prohibition of standardization of dialects.

Standardization of Geographical Names in Cyprus Conclusion

The Republic of Cyprus has shown active interest from the beginning! O 2 dzyfultiMa@ Keritage is probably the most important living
and in 1967 created the first adabc standardization committee. In  treasure of its people. It is through this that its identity can be expressed
1977, after ten years of work, the Council of Ministers of the Republicand an awareness of its historical continuity through time can be
of Cyprus apgpinted the first Committee on Standardization of created. The island of Cyprus is an o@nmuseum, Were one can
Geographical Names, which has been continuously working on alvisit prehistoric settlements, classical Greek temples, Roman theatres
relevant subjects and participating in international conferences and UNand villas, Early Christian basilicas, Byzantine churches and
meetings since then. The Committee consists of the president and ninemonasteries, Crusader castles, Gothic cathedrals, Venetian
members, and it is appointed by the Minister of Education, Culture, fortifications, Moslem mosques and British colorsatle buildings.

Sport and Youth every five years.

(http://www.geonoma.gov.cy/index.php/epitropi/synthespitropis) The Cyprus Permanent Committee for the Standardization of
Geographical Names, recognizes the great importance of geographical
names, which are an inseparable part of cultural heritage, and strongly
supports the efforts undertaken by thedN for the standardization of
authoritative geographical names.

Andreas Hadjiraftis

President of Permanent Committee for the Standardization
of Geographical Names of Cyprus

Ag. Chief Lands Officer,
Cartography/Geodesy/Hydrography/Photogrammetry,
Depatment of Lands and Surveys, Ministry of Interior

Cyprus
Cyprus Permanei@ommittee for the Standardization of Email ahadiiraftis@dls.moi.gov.cy
Geographical Names 202924
(Photography by Andreas Hadjiraftis)
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The referendum bbv vs. HouDanish PlacBlame
Orthography on the Ballot

Jutland, Denmark, like all other Danes were called to committee for a change once agaip and this time the

cast their votes for the European Parliament on 26 committee complied with the wish, partly due to its nowopen
May 2019, they were given an additional issue to decide upon:public support (Olesen & Jakobsen 2019).
Should the spelling form of the village name continue tblibe
or shoud it be changed télou? The town council of Odder Municipalitywhere the village of

Hov is situated in 2019 decided to take the public inquiry a step

It is not commorpractice in Denmark tadd local issues to the further than what had been done in Kramnitse/Kramnitze, by
ballot at national elections and referendums, but it does following DtGammefi 2 T4 Q&4 NBO2YYSyRIGA2Y
occasionally occurAnd in this casehe local referendum in Hov  solution: a public referendum. The incentive to go that extra
was received withsignificant interesfrom the Danish medig mile may to some extent have derived from the fact that some
both before and after form of a special public
the voting. Danish referendum had, in
placename fact, already been tried
orthography is usually in Hov on the same
not decided bypublic issle back in 1974. In
voting, and neither was spite of a clear vote in
it this time, as the favour of Hou already
authorisation of then, the PlaceName
geographical names on Committee, who in
settlements of this type those days were less
GAaYl 22HM1 YB & inclined to follow public
has been a matter for requests, rejected the
the Danish Placblame petition on the grounds
Committee that only the formHov
(Stednavneudvalgét was in line with Danish
since its formation in orthography, and that a
1910. The inspiration to change  furthermore
put the question oHov would be too expensive

vs. Hou on the ballot When the citizens of the Danish village Hov were called to cast their vote(e'g' for_new road S|g_ns)
may, however, have and risked causing

for the European Parliament on 26 May 2019, they were also asked to . .
come from a former : ) : confusions with other
. onthe future name of the village. Photo: Reuters Scanpix. - .
chairman of the existing localities by the

committee, Peder name Hou For the
Gammeltoft, in internal committee
conrection to another, somewhat similar case. When the Place NB O2 NR&> 2y S dzyyl YSR LINRPF¥Saaz
Name Committee in May 2017 decided to reject a petition from aversionto the spelling withv will wear off in the course of
people in Kramnitse on Lolland for an orthographic change toii A Y $hés grediction proved wrongfhe Municipality of Odder
Kramnitze it also gained enough public attention to become an formally complained about the decision in 1976, but was
issue for thenational media. DrGammeltoft was therefore  rejected once again by the committedhe committee this time
interviewed by Danish television, where he explained that for added that the muicipality had not objected to the

such a request to be granted by the committee, it either has to standardized form in a hearing before an official county list of

be solidly founded on historical evidence in its support OR it hasgeographical names that was authorised in 1958. Thus, the
to be proven thathere is a profound public opinion in favour of municipality council in Odder, as well as the local community in
0KS OKIy3ISd a¢KAa O2dzZ R 0SS R Sewdhatitiey had tospleseihé sirazgest posibié sageh 2 y
LISNKI LA S@Sy o0SGGSNI gAGK | figddefto tinBie PN @dfitteed LY § SNIDA S5
TV2 @st, 8 May 2017). In Kramnitse, the local community

decided to make a signaturgetition, which evidenced an

overwhelming majority for the forniKramnitze after which the

When people in the village comunity of Hov in  community (through the local municipality) asked the
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